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Applicant thanks the Examiner for the allowance of this application. 

In the Notice of Allowance, the Examiner states that "[n]one of the prior art either alone 
or in combination, teaches, discloses or suggests, Applicant's invention of an apparatus 
including: a housing having a first passage configured to receive a longitudinal member and a 
second passage with an axis transverse to the first passage; a fastener extending through an 
opening in the housing and being moveable relative to the housing; the second passage of the 
housing having an indentation, the indentation including an axially extending surface at least 
partially defining the second passage and an upper surface extending transverse to the axially 
extending surface; a spacer received in the second passage of the housing, the spacer having a 
radial surface below the upper surface of the indentation; and a member contacting the upper 
surface of the indentation and the radial surface of the spacer that applies to an axial force to the 
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spacer to prevent relative movement between the fastener and the housing and holding the 
fastener in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to the housing." Notice of 
Allowance, P. 3. 

The foregoing quoted language appears to be a paraphrase of some of the limitations of 
Claim 1. Applicant notes that the other independent claims have different limitations. For 
example, Claim 17 recites an apparatus for connecting a longitudinal member with a bone 
portion, comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage therein with a longitudinal axis 
extending transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an 
opening in said housing into said second passage and being movable relative to 
said housing, said longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one 
of a plurality of desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said 
second passage, the second passage having a retention structure comprising 
a downwardly facing surface located adjacent an axially extending surface of the 
second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal member and having a radial surface below 
said downwardly facing surface of said retention structure; and 

a spring member contacting the downwardly facing surface of the retention 
structure and said radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force 
preventing relative movement between said fastener and said housing and holding 
said longitudinal axis of said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, said 
fastener and said housing being manually movable relative to each other against 
said force when said spring member applies said force. 

Applicant disagrees with the Reasons for Allowance to the extent that the Examiner's 
paraphrasing of claim limitations in Claim 1 could be construed as defining any additional 
limitations not expressly set forth in the other claims. 


Appl. No. 
Filed 


10/075,668 
February 13, 2002 


Additionally, Applicant notes that patentability of Claim 1 and the other claims does not 
depend upon the recitation of any one limitation in a claim but rather depends on the entirety of 
the limitations recited in the claim as a whole. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223134450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Final Office Action mailed August 25, 2005, Applicant respectfully 
submits the following claim amendments and remarks in connection with the above-identified 
application. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 9 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Previously presented) An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal 
member with a bone portion, comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fartener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener being positionabh in any one of a plurality of desired angular positions relative 
to said longitudinal axis cf said second passage, the second passage having a horizontal 
indentation; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member and having a radial surface below said indentation; 
and 

a member engaging both the horizontal indentation in the second passage and the 
radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force to the spacer to prevent relative 
movement between said listener and said housing and holding said longitudinal axis of 
said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said , second passage when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing 
being manually movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged fron said spacer and said member applies said force. 

2. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
member is an axially compressible member is an axial compressible member. 

3. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said member is a 
spring member engaging said housing and said spacer. 

4. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein said member includes a 

ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in said housing. 
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5. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member has a 
gap to permit radial contraction arid radial expansion of said ring member. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member is 
arched when said ring member is ilisengaged from said housing and said spacer. 

8. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
fastener includes a first part spherical surface engageable with a part spherical surface of said 
housing. 

9. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 8 wherein said fastener includes a 
second part spherical surface engageable with said spacer. 

. 10. (Original) An Apparatus as defined in claim 9 wherein said fastener includes a 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing. 

11. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said second part 
spherical surface has a diameter smaller than a diameter of said first part spherical surface, said 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing extending between said first and second part spherical surfaces. 

12. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said spacer has an 
opening through which a tool extsnds to engage said fastener when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged from said spacer. 

13. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim I wherein said spacer includes 
slots that receive a tool for inserting said spacer into said housing. 

14. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 further 
comprising a longitudinal member and a clamping mechanism, and wherein said clamping 
mechanism includes a threaded member threadably engageable with said housing. 
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15, (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
engages said longitudinal member to clamp said longitudinal member against said spacer. 

16, (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
and said housing have a buttress tl xread 

17, (Currently amended) An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal member 
with a bone portion, comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a iiecond passage therein w ith a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of desired 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, the second 
passage having a horizontal retention structure; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and enga geable with said 
fi^er and said lopfftudinal member and having a radial surface below said horizontal 
retention structure; and 

a spring member e ngaging both the horizon tal retention structure in said second 
passage and said radial suiface of the spacer that applies an axial force preventing relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing and holding said longitudinal axis of 
said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage, said fastener and said housing being manually 
movable relative to each other against said force when said spring member applies said 
force^t-sad 

a-s ttucture having- a roloxod state and a oomprcsaod state and engaging both the 
horigontal rotontion - gtrucrturo of the housing - and tho spiiug mombor to provido said oxiol 
f o r c o; p a id o tn i ot u m h oin f; i n t h n nnmpTrrnH 7tm n " r h"n "ncrcinc^ 11 " he«siqg agd fee 
spring m e mber - 
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18. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 17 wherein said 
spring member and said horizontal retention structure are separate members. 

19. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 17 wherein said 
horizontal retention structure co mprises e ngages an indentation on said housing engaging and a 
radially extending surface on said spring member. 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 19 wherein said 
indentation comprises a radially extending surface and wherein said radially cmtonding surfaoo on 
oaid housing at least partially defines defined bv a circumferential groove in said housingj-said 
spring memb e r comprises q qpaooK 

21. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining a groove in said spacer. 

22. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined m claim 4 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining said groove in said spacer. 

23. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spring member applies said axial force to said spacer to prevent said fastener and said housing 
from moving relative to each other when said longitudinal member is di sengaged from said 
housing . 

24. -46 (Canceled) 

47. (Currently amended) An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal member 
with a bone portion comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage, said housing being movable relative to said fastener, said longitudinal 
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axis of said second passage being positionable in any one of a plurality of desired angular 
positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said fastener, the second passage having a 
horizontal indentation; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member, the spacer havmp; a ra d ial surface b oing position e d 
below said horizontal indentation: and 

a member engaging both the horizontal indentation and the radial surface of the 
spacer to apply an axial force to inhibit relative movem ent between the fastener and the 
housing, the axial force 1 molding said longitudinal axis of said second passage of said 
housing in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said fiistener when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said 
spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing being 
manually movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged from said spacer and said member applies said force. 

48. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a longitudinal member collectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having i first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fatener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener being positionabte in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received hi said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member, 

a member that applies a force to prevent relative movement between said fastener 
and said housing when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said 
spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing being manually movable 
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relative to each other agiiinst said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
from said spacer and said member applies said force; and 

a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer and said 
housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to said housing; 

said member beinjj a spring member engaging said housing and said spacer, said 
member including a ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in 
said housing; said ring nexnber having a gap to permit radial contraction and radial 
expansion of said ring member; 

said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for inserting said 
spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots intersecting said groove in said 
spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said spring member to radially contract said 
spring member into said giuove in said spacer. 

49. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having i\ first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener being positional)!* in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member; 

a member including means for applying a force to prevent relative movement 
between said fastener anc' said housing when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
from said spacer and said ;spacer engages said fastener, said member including means for 
permitting manual movement of said fastener and said housing relative to each other 
against said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said 
force is applied; and 


-7- 


PAGE 23«7* RCVD AT 2/18/2006 7:18:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO€FXRF-8/25 • DNlS:2738300 « CSID:949 760 9502 • DURATION Onm-ss):08-54 


02/16/2006 17:35 FAX 949 780 9502 


KMOB 


@024 


Appl. No. 
Filed 


10/07:5668 
February 13, 2002 


a clamping mecharisra that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer and said 
housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to said housing; 

said member being, a spring member engaging said housing and said spacer, said 
member including a ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in 
said housing, said ring member having a gap to permit radial contraction and radial 
expansion of said ring member, 

said spacer including axiaUy extending slots that receive a tool for inserting said 
spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots intersecting said groove in said 
spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said spring member to radially contract said 
spring member into said gi oove in said spacer. 

50.-59. (Canceled) 
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REMARKS 

Upon entry of the foregoing claim amendments, Claims 1-5, 7-23, and 47-49 remain 
pending, Claims 17-20, 23 and 47 having been amended 

Allowed Claims 

Applicant acknowledges with appreciation the Examiner's indication that Claims 1-5, 7- 
16, 22, 48 and 49 are allowed. 

Rejection of the Claims Under 35 U.S.C. S 1 12 

Claims 2C . and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 1 12, J 2, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Specifically, the Examiner notes that "[i]n Claim 20, the limitation 'said spring 
member comprises a spacer* rend ers the claim vague and indefinite since the spring member is 
separate from the spacer" Claims 21 and 23 depend from Claim 20 and were rejected on the 
same ground as Claim 20. 

Applicant has amended Claim 20 to remove the limitation w said spring member 
comprises a spacer." Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw 
the rejection of Claims 20, 21, and 23. 

Rejection of the Claims Under 35 U.S.C. 6 102 

Claims 17-21, 23, and 47 irtand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Farris et al. (U.S. Pat No. 6,485,491). 

The shortcomings of (he structure disclosed in the Farris patent are elaborated upon in a 
Declaration of Alan E. Shluzas Pursuant to 37 CF.& §L132 % filed on March 24, 2005, which is 
hereby incorporated into this response. In particular, as discussed in the declaration and the 
response originally filed on Febriary 28, 2005, the Faxris patent discloses, in connection with 
Figure 53, a multi-axial bone anchor assembly 262 that includes a saddle member 22d, a bone 
anchoring member 24a, and a washer 26d. The saddle member 22d has a channel 34d (shown in 
Figure 54) that receives a rod 36. A snap ring 28 secures the washer 26d in die saddle member 
22d. The snap ring 28 engages a 6 nap ring recess 266 (shown in Figure 56). 
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However, even assuming that the saddle member 22d is a housing, the bone anchoring 
member 24a is a fastener, the washer 26d is a spacer, and the rod 36 is a longitudinal member, 
unlike the embodiments described in this application, the structure described in Figure 53 of the 
Farris patent would not prevent relative movement between a fastener and a housing and would 
not hold a longitudinal axis of tho fastener in any one of a plurality of desired angular positions 
relative to a longitudinal axis of a passage in the housing when a longitudinal member is 
disengaged from a spacer. Also, the Farris patent does not teach an arrangement where a spacer 
necessarily engages a festener when a longitudinal member is so disengaged. 

Specifically, Farris does aot disclose, among other things, "a spacer received in said 
second passage of said housing a)id engageable with said fastener and said longitudinal member 
and having a radial surface below said horizontal retention structure; and a spring member 
engaging both the horizontal retention structure in said second passage and said radial surface of 
the spacer that applies an axial force preventing relative movement between said fastener and 
said housing" 

As discussed in the response originally filed on February 28, 2005, the embodiment of 
Figures 1 and 17A of Farris also does not teach or suggest at least these features. 

Applicant has amended Claim 17 to recite, among other limitations, "a spacer received in 
said second passage of said housing and engageable with said fastener and said longitudinal 
member and having a radial suo-fece below said horizontal retention structure; and a spring 
member engaging both the horiwmtal retention structure in said second passage and said radial 
surface of the spacer that applies an axial force preventing relative movement between said 
fastener and said housing." Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that Claim 17 is 
allowable over Farris. Claims 18-21 and 23 depend from amended Claim 17. Therefore, 
Applicant respectfully submits Claims 18-21 and 23 are likewise allowable over Fanis, for at 
least the same reasons as Claim 17. 

Applicant has also amended Claim 47 to recite, among other limitations, u a spacer 
received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said fastener and said 
longitudinal member, the spacer liaving a radial surface below said horizontal indentation; aid a 
member engaging both the horizontal indentation and the radial surface of the spacer to apply an 
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axial force to inhibit relative movement between the fastener and the housing." Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully submits that Claim 47 is allowable over Fairis. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully traverses each of the Examiner's rejections and each of the 
Examiner's assertions regarding v/hat the prior art shows or teaches. Although amendments have 
been made, no acquiescence or estoppel is ox should be implied thereby. Rather, the 
amendments are made only to oxpedite prosecution of the present application, and without 
prejudice to presentation or assertion, in the future, of claims on the subject matter affected 
thereby. Any arguments in support of patentability and based on a portion of a claim should not 
be taken as founding patentability solely on the portion in question; rather, it is the combination 
of features or acts recited in a claim which distinguishes it over the prior art 

For the foregoing reasons, the Applicant respectfully submits that the present application 
is in condition for allowance, and the Applicant respectfully requests that a Notice of Allowance 
be issued at the earliest opportunity 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 

Dated: &\thzSJ&-, 


2000311.2 
102505 


By: 



Registration No. 51,212 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(949)76(M)404 
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1. □ Certified copies ofthe priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies or the priority documenta have been received in Application No. , 

3. □ Copies ofthe certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(h)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE 'MAILING DATE* of tNs communication to 6)e a reply complying wSh the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply wHJ rest* in ABANDONMENT of this appfieation. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD 19 NOT EXTENDABLE 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must 1)0 submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PT0*152) which gives faasonfs) why the oath or declaration Is deficient 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "repla cement shetfe') must be submitted 

(a) □ including chanses required by the Notice of D'affeperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1)0 hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoJMeH Data , 

(b) D including changes required by the attached Gardner's Ame^ 

Paper Nc/MaODete 

Identifying uitfria such as the application numb* (see 37 CFR 1*4(0) should be written on the drawings in the from (not the back) of 
eaeb sheet. Replacement sheets) should be labeled as -.such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(0). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 


Attachments) 

1. B Notice ot References Cited (PT0892) 

2. □ Notice of Dranperson'a Patent Drawing Review {PT 0448) 

3. B Information Disclosure Statements (PTO^1449orPTO/SSV06). 

Paper Na/Mafl Data 9/4/03:12^6704 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement tor deposit 

of Biological Material 


5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. B Interview Summary (PT0413), 

Paper No ./Mall Date . 

7. H Examiner's AmertoVnertt/Comment 

flu 3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Anowance 
9. n other 
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Application/Control Number: 10/075,668 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3733 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT AND STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable lo applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consderation of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiners amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Andrew Douglas on November 15, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims (upon entry of the After-Final Amendment dated October 25. 20Q5): 

Inclaim 1, line 10: replaced with —an --and delete •horfeontar 

In claim 1 , line 1 1 : insert - - comprising an axlally extending surface at least 

partially defining the second passage and an upper surface extending transverse to the 

axially extending surface; - - 

In claim 1, line 13: after "said {second occurrence) 0 insert — upper surface of 

said - - 

In claim 1, line 15: delete Engaging both the horizontal indentation in the second 
passage", and insert - - contacting the upper surface of the Indentation - - after 
"member* 

In claim 13, line 1: replace t with - - 1 - - to correct a minor typographical error. 

In claim 1 7. line 1 1 : delete "horizontal' and after 'structure' insert - - comprising a 
downwardly facing surface located adjacent an axially extending surface of the second 
passage; - - 

In claim 17, line 13: delete "horizontal' and after "said (second occurrence) - 
insert - - downwardly facing surface of said - - 

In claim 17, lines 15-16: delete "engaging both the horizontal retention structure 
in said second passage^ and after •member* in line 15, insert - - contacting the 
downwardly facing surface of the retention structure - - 
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In claim 47, line 10: replace "a" with - - an • • 
In claim 47, line 1 1 : delete 'horizontal" and after "indentation" Insert - - 
comprising an axially extending surface at least partially defining the second passage 
and an upper surface extending transverse to the axially extending surface; - - 

In claim 47. line 14: delete "horizontaT and after "said" insert - - upper surface of 
said - - 

in claim 47, line 15: delete "engaging both the horizontal indentation", and after 
"member insert - - contacting the upper surface of the indentation - - 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. None of the 
prior art either alone or in combination, teaches, discloses or suggests", Applicant's 
invention of an apparatus indudinj j: a housing having a first passage configured to 
receive a longitudinal member anci a second passage with an axis transverse to the first 
passage; a fastener extending through an opening in the housing and being moveable 
relative to the housing; the second passage of the housing having an indentation, the 
indentation including an axially extending surface at teast partially defining the second 
passage and an upper surface extending transverse to the axially extending surface; a 
spacer received in the second pas sage of the housing, the spacer having a radial 
surface below the upper surface of the Indentation; and a member contacting the upper 
surface of the indentation and the radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force 
to the spacer to prevent relative movement between the fastener and the housing and 
holding the fastener In any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to the housing. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be dearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anu Ramana whose telephone number is (571 ) 272* 
4718. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 am 
to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached at (571) 272-4719. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571*273*8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairtfred.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to tt»e Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 


Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Interview Summary 


Application No. 
10/075,556 


Examiner 
Arm Rsmana 


,/plicant(9> 
SHIUZAS. ALAN E. 
Art Unit 


37W 


All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) Andrew M. Dauotas . (3) . 

(2) &uS§i2323. W • 

Date of Interview: 13/fflygmter2WS 

Type: a)H Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal (copy given to: 1)D applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)D No. 
if Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: 117 and 47. 

Identification of prior art discussed: Fonts ft m§JJ$5JM< 

Agreement wfthresped to the da^ pjQ was not reached. h)QWA. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to If an i agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: d^nft Repr^qffo^ ^and 47m order to 

pfara the Instant aoMcafibn In condition far a'/ow ance. See attested Examiner* Amendment rfr.tfflafft 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of tha amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no.copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE ^^BCTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAIUNG DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless ft i 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 


I ROBERT 
jrcnviSORY RureWT EXAMINER 


Examiner's signature, if required 


IS 5S553 fSSuMrS 55S"" 
PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) 


interview summary 


PeperNa 011206 
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• / Su.. nary of Record of Interview Requirement* 

Manual of P«tcnl Etamlfting Ptt*edwt IMPEPfc S«lfan 71M4, Substance of UvttrvliW Must bt M*do of Record 

A complete wiltcn statement aa lo iho wtettneo cf any foce-coJaa >, rtceo OOflferent e, or Wephone Interview with regard to an appitafJon rmisl CO made of now} in ihe 
sppQcsiionv^elha « ad wonnwmenl wiUi (he ejareinet wes rewind at lh« trfwvwvr. 

TiUa 37 Colli Of Federal R*ouiatioru rCPR) $ 1.133 tntervtews 
Paras raph (b) 

toewlrrfaixwvAifsroeonsUka^^ 
,rtfT*AtlnQr»vgnto3^ 

37CfR$U BoslJWtobflOiriDcladnvirtinp. 

business v^tboPatert Of Trae^^ 

TrseemiixOfflcahtmnecMsary. ThtittooJthaPaienlandTraterT^CftowiQbfibwfld e»4ua^onih9v«^wr«oort wtbt OBict, NogflwtalWl* paxJIo 
irry aSoscd oral pnwnb*, StfeulaUon, or undaratendinQ in nHafom to -rfhrcri lhtn> is dfc*fln»™ J » 

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exd^ely on the written record In the Office rf thai record ia Qsetf 
Incomplete through thelafture to record the substance rf We/vie**. . . 

It is the respcns&aity of Die eppfcam or the attorr ey cr agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the ex2 miner indicates he or she wID do so. ft te the examiners responaiWIty to see thai such a record Is mode end lo Coned maienai Inaccuracies 
which bear directly cn the question of palertabfflly. 

Exwnhers must comptete en Interview Summary Form for each interview h*u where a matter of substance has been cfiscwsedAfflng the 
Interview by eheeWno the appropriate bones and filling in tho Wanks, Discussions regarding only procedural matters, oreded solely to restrttton 
intefn^ordtflon * othe^te podded forh Section 612J)1 cfthe Manual of ?^ZmirWt**to*. crying 
out rypmphieai errors or un/eadable cerfpt In Office actta* or tha fixe, va excluded Item the Interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded In an toftlners Amendment, no separate interview Sumrrary R ^Bre^nred. 

Tha Interview Summary Form shaft ba gjven an a^opriate Paper No., placed n the ngW hand portion ofmefOe, and listed on the 
•Contents- section of (he fife wrapper. In a personal Mcrvta w, a ducf cale of me Form Is firven to the acpfcent {or «omey or ttant)at the 
conclusion of the Interview, m the case of e telephone or vHe*«mrer*nce inttfviev, to copy is malted to ^^^^^l^^^r 
either *0b or prior to the next official conmunfcatlon. If actional correspondence from the exammer rs rwt tely heftraansJtoance or U other 
cSLes dx^. the Form should be maaed prompoV aftar the irterview rather than with me next official c«wmu*ate 

The Form provides lor recordation of the roflowtm r Wofmefarc 

- Apctation Number (Series Coda and Serial Nwnber) 

- NameofappQcant 

- Name of* exammer 
• Oale of Interview 

- Type of Interview (Wepharw, video^onferen*, cr persona} 

- Name of paitwpant{s) {applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other FTO personnel, etc.) 

- An tnttolton whether or not an exWbfl was shown or a demonstraflon conducted 

- An Identification of If* specific prior art discu»sed „^ m<M - , 

- An molest »n whether an agreement was reaped end ff so, a descrfpflon of Ihe general nature of the 8^^^^^ 
SacEo^py of amWdmen* or.ctain.s aoreed » beirej allowahleX Note:Ag^tastoalowabiay Is tenWteeand does 
nrfrfsttrthrther action bytheexarnaiertettecoraVary. 

- Tha tajnature of the examiner wno cimducte«i th«mtervfwrff a atgnedOmea acson] 

U is o^rabte (hat the examiner orally remind the apptjcont of his or her ce^on to record me cub^noe of ^^^/f^^'' 1 
should be noted, r^ve/.t^^ 

unless It Includes, or is supplemented by the epptont or the examiner to include, aO of tha apctable iems required below cc^emlng the 
substance of the interview. 

A comptete and proper recordation of tha substance of any interview should include at least the roflowtng appDcabte items; 
1 ) A brief description of tha nature of any e*ntt : ihown or any demonstration conducted. 
23 en fdentiflcatlon of the claims discussed, 

3) an lAmtHteatlon of Ita spedflc prior art cfiscusiied, h^^h r« hi M 

4) an Identification of the jxwcipal proposed erne idmentaof a subetanfive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
interview Summery Form completed by the Examiner. 

5) a brief Idenlincatlon cf the eenera! thrust cfthe prmdpal argument* presented to me examiner. k mi 
} fThe Idenllficatto of aWfte need not be terx^ or eteborale. A «rtel)m or r^hjy i^.* 5 ?^^ 

required. The WenfifeMon of vie wgum-tnte b svffrctent If the general rature or thnjstof the c^l argumer^ n^to me 
examiner can ba undented In tha r^rt ol the apptcaucn Re. W course, the appflcaN may dcare to emphasis and fufly 
descn&e mesa argumenb whteh ha or sr a feels were or migW be perauasWe to the examhtrj 

% J S^JrteteS uWess already described in the IrttfMew Summary Form cornpletad by 

the examtnef. 

Examiners are expected to carefusy review tha eppixanr* record of me substance otan Interview, rf the record h not complete end 
aeevrete, ihe exe miner war give the eppiicent en extendati; one month Uma period to correct the record. 

Ecamtnet to Check for Accuracy 

If the dalms ere eJlowafila for clher reasons cf record, the examiner e^cvW send a letter «^9j^[f ^ wl* iht 

statement attributed to htm or her. ff the record is wmpWi: and accurate, the examiner should ptaee the (rnJx^a 'Interview Record OhT on the 
paper reccrcJng the substance of ihe Wervtew along with tl« date end the enminer-a IrtUala. 


2 
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